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looking for more of the “Wild West” that this small African country has
become. The current Central African Republic – where it seems the
Mad Max fantasy lives – is one such place where the African young
people from neighboring countries consider this term as an obvious

description of their government. “Armed groups should only be
targeting the state and those that defend it, and that excludes
farmers and private businesses,” said one young man from the

neighboring Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). The young man
blames the CAR government as being responsible for the recent
clashes between a youth militia, the Front Démocratique de la

Rénovation (FDR), and farmers who are openly rebelling against the
“terrible” land tenure reforms introduced by President Faustin-

Archange Touadera. He is part of the so-called “soukouro” generation
– a youth in North Kivu (DRC) that have never known life outside of

war. Although these men are the latest, the young people in the DRC
have had it. Their country is mired in a spiraling civil war that began
in 1996, and is in danger of exploding into genocide. A staggering

number of lives have been lost and entire villages have been reduced
to piles of rubble. The Associated Press described the situation as,

“DRC’s second civil war”. A 20-year period of violent political
instability and succession killings has forced tens of thousands of

young men out of the cities and into the bush, where they are
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